
Weather Forecast 
Clearing, warmer; low tonight near 33 

degrees. Fair and mild tomorrow. 

Temperatures today—Highest 41, at 
1 p.m.; lowest, 34, at 3:40 a.m. Yes- 
terday—Highest, 44. at 12:45 p.m.; low- 
est, 35, at 11:59 p.m. 
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Allied Bombers Pound Dresden 
In Support of Advancing Reds; 
Another German Line Is Cracked 

Yanks Follow Up 
Night Raids on 

Saxon Capital 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 14.—More than 
2.250 American bombers and 
fighters today struck Germany 
in widespread attacks, delivering 
a main blow at Dresden, which 
already was burning from a 
night assault by 800 heavy RAF 
bombers. 

Dresden is only 68 miles or less 
from advancing Russian troops, and 
is a nerve center of Nazi defenses 
in Central Germany. The day and 
night air blows were in direct and 
co-ordinated support of Marshal 
Ivan Konev’s 1st Ukrainian Army. 

The RAF bombed Dresden twice 
in attacks three hours apart. 

Other Targets Raided. 
Part of the American force, con- 

sisting of more than 1,350 Flying 
Fortresses and Liberators and 300 
fighters, also bombed transportation 
and industrial targets at Chemnitz, 
35 miles southwest of Dresden, and 
at Magdeburg, 70 miles west of 
Berlin. 

A fourth formation was assigned 
to knock out an important Rhine 
bridge at Wesel, 19 miles ahead of 
the Canadian 1st Army on the 
western front. 

The RAF dumped perhaps 2.200 
tons of bombs on Dresden, capital 
of Saxony which controls railroads 
to Berlin, Prague, Vienna and Bres- 
lau, and is the site of great engi- 
neering industries. 

It was suggested unofficially in 
London that Air Marshal Sir 
Charles Portal, British air staff 
chief w'ho returned from Yalta yes- 
terday, brought instructions from 
the Big Three to deliver this and 
other blows in support of the Red 
Armies whenever possible. 

1,400 Aircraft in Raids. 

Announcing the night operations, 
the British Air Ministry declared: 

"As the center of a'railway net- 
work and a great industrial town it 
• Dresden) has become of the great- 
est value for conducting any de- 
fense the Germans may organize 
against Marshal Konev's armies. 

Altogether the RAF dispatched 
1.400 aircraft to Germany during 
the night. Other targets were a 
synthetic oil plant at Bohlen. south 
of Leipzig, objectives at Magdeburg, 
75 miles southwest of Berlin, and 
the railroad towns of Nuernberg, 
Bonn and Dortmund. All the night 
operations were at a cost of 16 
bombers missing. 

The British blow against Dres- 
den, Germany’s seventh city, was 
the first major attack ever made 
there. A striking feature 'was the 
lack of antiaircraft fire. 

When the first wave hit about 10 
p.m. clouds obscured the target. 
When the second arrived three hours 
later the sky was clear. The crews 
said fires could be seen for 200 
miles. 

90 Miles From Berlin. 
Dresden is 90 miles south of Ber- 

lin. and is overflowing with refugees 
fleeing ahead of the Russians. Some 
German government offices also are 
said to have been shifted there. 

Together American and British 
tactical forces on the continent yes- 
terday flew more than 2,100 sorties 
against battle area targets and Nazi 
supply lines. The pilots reported 
meeting the stiffest anti-aircraft 
opposition to these battle line at- 
tacks since the German Ardennes 
offensive was checked. 

Their combined claims for the 
day included 109 locomotives, 307 
railcars and 278 motor vehicles 
wrecked and 48 rail cuts. 

The United States 9th Air Force, 
which lost 11 aircraft, claimed two 
Nazis shot down and three more 

damaged. 

Boeing's Wichita Plant 
Delivers 1,000th B-29 
By the Associated Pre*s. 

WICHITA. Kans., Feb. 14.—A 
B-29 Super Fortress—the 1,000th to 
be manufactured at the Wichita 
plant of the Boeing Airplane Co.— 
was delivered to the Army today, 
plastered with about $10,000 in 
coins and currency. 

The money was a spontaneous 
contribution by Boeing employes to 
the Infantile Paralysis Foundation. 
The workers, seeking to express 
pride in the 1,000th sky giant, first 
attached contributions to the nose 
section as it moved into the primary 
assembly line. Parts of the wings 
and virtually all the fuselage, dorsal 
fin and engine nacelles were covered 
by the time the plane was com- 
pleted. 

It was less than two years ago, 
June 29, 1943, that the first produc- 
tion model of the B-29 made its 
maiden flight, J. E. Schaefer, vice 
president and general manager of 
the company, said. 

Amnesty Marks End 
Of Greek Martial Law 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 14.—Simultaneous 
with lifting of martial law in Greece, 
British Minister of State Richard 
K. Law announced in Commons to- 
day that general amnesty would be 
granted for "all political crimes" 
committed since beginning of the 
Greek revolt. 

Even critics of British policy in 
Greece applauded. 

The British Foreign Office re- 
leased the preamble to the agree- 
ment signed in Athens by the 
Greek government and the EAM. 
It specified that one chief charac- 
teristic of the pact must be "re- 
spect for liberties which the At- 
lantic Charter and the decisions 
therein proclaimed.” 

tL 

Canadian Forces Nearing Goch, 
Virtually Turn German Flank 

Big Traffic Center Is By-passed, 
With Capture of Two Villages 

BULLETIN. 
PARIS (£•).—The Canadian 

1st Army today beat down 
with cannon and planes the 
most determined counter- 
attacks yet on the northern 
front in its advance toward 
heavily fortified Goch. 

By the Associated Press. 

PARIS, Feb. 14.—The Cana- 
dian 1st Army today charged be- 
hind massed guns and flame- 
throwers to within a mile and a 

.half of Goch, 11-way German 

j traffic center between the Rhine 
and Meuse, and outflanked it on 
the northeast by capturing Has- 
selt and Bedburg. 

The Canadians, Scots and Britons 
of Gen. Henry Crerar’s army ad- 
vanced 2 miles or more, leaving be- 
hind all the 45-square mile Reichs- 
wald after breaking the core of re- 

sistance offered by seven strongly 
armored German divisions. They 
virtually turned the northern end 
of the Siegfried Line. 

Northeast of Kleve. Canadian in- 
fantry closed up firmly to the line 
of the Oude Rhine, a tributary of 
the main river, and sent a strong 
raiding force from captured Kellen 
almost to the Rhine ferry crossing 
facing the industrial center of 
Emmerich. 

Tanks, huge sky fleets and Para- 
chute troops powered the assault 
steadily rolling up the soggy Ger- 
man positions between the Rhine 
and the Meuse and threatening de- 
fenses on the Cologne plain be- 
tween the flooded Roer and the 
great Rhineland cities. 

The Germans were pushed at 
least 3 miles east of Kleve to posi- 
tions a dozen miles inside the Reich, 
They appeared to be falling back to 
a new line between Goch, 8 miles 
south of Kleve, and Calcar, close to 
the Rhine 7 miles southeast of 
Kleve and 15 miles from the Ruhr 
railroad of Wesel. 

More than 100 miles to the south, 
the American 3d Army gained up 
to a half mile in muddy, tortuous 
terrain through fresh breaches in 
the Siegfried Line opposite North- 
ern Luxembourg. 

The breach was expanded to 4,000 
yards in depth and almost 11 miles 
in width by the 5th, 76th and 80th 
Divisions. 

Other fronts were quiet. Gen. 
Eisenhower had committed only a 

Eight additional men from 
the District area have been 
reported killed in this war. See 
"On the Honor Roll" Page A-2. 

(See WESTERN FRONT, Page A-4) 

Manila Knockout Blow 
Loosed as Cavite and 
2 Airfields Are Seized 

End of Trapped Japs 
Near, MacArthur Says; 
Enemy Losses Heavy 

Ey (he Associated Press. 

MANILA, Feb. 14.—American 
troops, advancing among ruins 
strewp with bodies of the enemy, 
loosed the decisive blow for Ma- 
nila today at Japanese cornered 
in an arej. of 3 square miles near 
the Pasig River’s mouth after 
other doughboys on the southern 
outskirts seized Cavite naval 
base and two airfields. 

“The end of the enemy’s trapped 
garrison is in sight,” Gen. MacAr- 
thur announced on the 12th day 
since his columns entered the city. 

Doomed to be added to the more 
than 68.000 enemy casualties on 
Luzon Island in five weeks, the 
Japanese survivors within Manila 
are massed behind thick walls of 
the centuries-old Intramuros, within 
government buildings and among 
docks. 

Japs Cleared From Cavite. 
Cavite, on the south shore of Ma- 

nila Bay, fell yesterday. The last 
Rising Sun warrior was killed at 
Nichols Airfield near the city’s 
southern outskirts, ending five bit- 
ter days of struggle. Nielson Air- 
field, on the southeast, was cleared 
of the foe. 

Most of the enemy’s big guns 
within Manila have been silenced. 
Thousands of Japanese have died 
here, adding heavily to casualties 
which during the fifth week of the 
Luzon campaign exceeded 20,000. 

Every Yank knows the last Japa- 
nese will fight as long as there is 
one man left with a gun. Enemy 
troops man the thick walls and fill 
the narrow streets of the Intramuros 
(Walled City), built by the Spanish 
who founded Manila in 1571. 

Thirty-seventh Division infantry- 
men of Maj. Gen. Robert S Beight- 
ler, using flame thrower, rifle and 
bayonet, moved on the Intramuros 
after a slow push through streets 
and alleyways, over and around 
wrecked houses, churches, hospitals 
and cemeteries. Many Japanese yet 
to be added to the casualty lists are 
buried in the debris. 

Nichols Field Captured. 
The 1st Cavalry Division of Maj. 

Gen. Vern D. Mudge, which crossed 
the Pasig on the eastern edge of 
Manila and skirted the devastated 
battle pit of the 37th, plunged all the 
way west to Manila Bay yesterday 
through suburban Pasay. 

Below Pasay, the 11th Air-borne 
Division of Maj. Gen. Joseph M. 
Swing snuffed out all enemy resist- 
ance at Nichols Airfield. Other ele- 
ments captured Cavite. That naval 
base, which the Americans destroyed 
prior to abandoning Manila without 
a fight late in December, 1941, yield- 
ed 10 enemy seaplanes and a bat- 
tery of 3-inch guns. They were 
seized intact. 

American casualties for the fifth 
week rose from 7,076 to 9,683. The 
totals consisted of 2,102 killed—an 
increase of slightly over 500 in a 
week—192 missing and 7,389 
wounded. 

Out in Manila Bay, Japan’s 
silenced fortress of Corregidor was 
blasted with 150 more tons of bombs 
Monday, today’s communique dis- 
closed. This followed a 200-ton 
bombing during a 48-hour period 
ending Sunday night. Corregidor 
bars fleet usage of Cavite. 

Planes Strafe Bataan. 
Other planes strafed enemy troops 

on Bataan Peninsula, where 700 
tons of explosives were unloaded 
over last week end. 

in Central Luzon, where a drive 
to the east coast at Dingalan Bay 
cut the island in half, Maj. Gen. 
Edwin D. Patrick's 6th Division has 
reached Baler Bay, 20 miles north 

(See FHILIFPIN1B, Page A-5.) 

May Bill Substitute 
Calls for Full Survey 
Of Manpower Use 

Byrnes Would Study 
Armed Services; CIO 
Indorses Measure 

By J. A. O'LEARY. 
A directive to War Mobilization 

Director Byrnes to find out 
whether the Army and Navy are 
making the most effective use of 
manpower within the armed 
forces, as well as in industry, has 
been written into the substitute 
being drafted by Senate oppo- 
nents of the House work-or-jail 
bill, it was learned today. 

This development came as spokes- 
men for the American Federation of 
Labor and the Congress of Indus- 
trial Organizations renewed in a 
closed session of the Senate Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee their oppo- 
sition to a labor draft law. 

The CIO indorsed the substitute 
which, it is understood, Senators 
Kilgore of West Virginia and Wag- 
ner of New York, both Democrats, 
will introduce when the hearings 
end tomorrow. Without referring 
to the Kilgore-Wagner plan, the 
AFL adhered to its belief that vol- 
untary work controls will continue 
to produce better war production 
than compulsion. 

Strengthens WMC Controls. 
Designed to strengthen and give 

legislative force to the controls now 
being exercised by the War Man- 
power Commission, the Kilgore- 
Wagner substitute is understood to 
contain these specific provisions: 

1. Authority for the War Man- 
power Commission to fix the number 
of persons—by age, sex or occupa- 
tional qualification—who may work 
in given areas or places of employ- 
ment. 

2. To prohibit or regulate the hir- 
ing or rehiring of workers by em- 

I ployers. 
3. For in-plant surveys by WMC 

to find out whether maximum use is 
being made of existing manpower in 
private industries. 

4. A directive to Mr. Byrnes to 
make a similar survey of the War 
and Navy Departments to determine 
whether they are making maximum 
use of workers in their employ, or 

(See MANPOWER7 Page~A-3.) 

Russians Enter 
Sorau in Drive 
Flanking Berlin 

(Map on Page AS.) 
Br the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 14.—Red Army 
troops have crashed through the 
Germans’ Queis River line less 

Jthan 68 miles from Dresden, a 

; Moscow dispatch said today, and 
! Berlin declared armored units to 
! the north had broken into Sorau, 
junction city 83 miles southeast 
of Berlin. 

Marshal Ivan Konev's forces hit- 
ting westward "in a sensational 
threat to split Germany asunder 
south of Berlin” were approaching 
the Upper Neisse River, which runs 
about 50 miles from Dresden, a di- 

j rect Moscow dispatch declared. 
The German high command said 

j Marshal Konev's armor, beating 
! northward toward a junction with 
other Red Army men along the 
Oder east of Berlin, had broken Into 
Sorau, 8 miles northwest of Sagan 
and across the Bober River. Sorau 
is 5 miles inside Berlin’s province 

j of Brandenburg. 
Sommerfeld Reported Reached. 
The Swiss radio quoted German 

sources as saying Marshal Konev 
already had lunged to Sommerfeld. 
13 miles northwest of Sorau, and 
within 17 miles of ^a junction of 
Marshal Gregory Zhukov's troop* on 
the Oder. 

Berlin broadcasts said Marshal 
Konev “inevitably is tearing gaps in 
our lines, and that Volkssturm and 
“alarm units" were being thrown 
into the fight to keep open retreat 
lines to the west. 

They also reported Marshal Zhu- 
kov was “massing strong forces” on 
the Frankfurt-Fuerstenberg front 
along the Oder for an assault on 

Berlin. 
Moscow dispatches said the Konev 

forces were 18 miles or less from 
the frontier of Saxony, of which 
Dresden is the capital. 

Reds 90 Miles from Prague. 
Marshal Konev’s lower wdng was 

only about 90 miles from Prague,1 
Czechoslovak capital. The conquest 
of Budapest, whose siege cost the 
enemy 159,000 troops captured or 

killed, freed strong Russian forces 
for new tasks, Premier; Stalin sig- 
nificantly described the Hungarian 
capital as a bastion on the route 
to Vienna. 

Moscow dispatches spoke of the 
Germans’ “growing debacle in Si- 
lesia” under the Konev blows, and 
said his vanguards nearing Saxony 
were “still meeting poorly armed 
mobs of the volkssturm sprinkled 

i with some police and SS detach- 
ments." 

“The decision, attributed to Hitler, 
; to hold besieged strong-points on the 
;Oder such as Breslau and Glogau 
i doomed to annihilation army divi- 
sions which otherwise might be re- 

; formed and used again to establish a 
basic defense zone,” said Associated 
Press Correspondent Daniel de Luce 
in Moscow. 

Moscow still had no official com- 
ment on German reports that Mar- 
shal Zhukov had thrown bridge- 
heads over the Oder within 30 to 40 
miles of Berlin. 

Drive on Other Cities. 
Some of Marshal Zhukov’s col- 

umns were driving on Chojnice, in 
the Polish Corridor 62 miles south- 
west of Danzig, and on Neustettin in 
Pomerania 35 miles west of Choj- 
nice. 

Marshal Konev cracked the Nazis’ 
Queis River line after a similar rapid 
thrust over the Bober River yester- 
day in gains of up to 10 miles. 

Towns which fell yesterday in- 
cluded Klitschdorf, 68 miles north- 
east of Dresden. 

Both Klitschdorf and Neuhammer, 
another newly captured town, are 
situated on the east bank of the 
Queis River which, like the small 
Tschirne River about 6 miles to 
the west, flows north and joins the 
Bober in the vicinity of Sagan. 

The speed of the Konev advance— 
25 miles in two days—indicated there 
was little to give him pause short 
of the Niesse River, 20 miles beyond 

(See RUSSIPage A-6.) 

Ommaney Bay's Skipper Tells 
Of Carrier's Loss Off Luzon 

Capt. Young Explains 
New Rescue System 
In Interview Here 

The escort carrier Ommaney 
Bay was sunk by Japanese bombs 
while' en route to cover the 
landing of Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur’s forces at Lingayen Gulf 
in the Philippines, her com- 
mander, Capt. Howard R. Young, 
revealed here today. 

He also told newsmen that a new 
technique of strapping the wounded 
to their cots and thert lowering them 
into the water saved many lives. 

Total casualties on the “baby flat- 
top” were fewer than 100, Capt. 
Young said. The Navy Department 
last night revealed the loss of the 
Ommaney Bay and the minelayer 
Long but gave no details of the 
action in which they were lost. 
Escort carriers normally carry a 

complement of 500 men, minesweep- 
ers 120 men. 

A Japanese plane which broke 
through the protecting screen 
around the Ommaney Bay planted 
two bombs squarely on.her flight 
deck, Capt. Young, a native of 
Brooklyn, said in an interview. 
Flames spread rapidly from stem to 
■tern and the vessel shortly became 

CAPT. HOWARD R. YOUNG. 
—Navy Photo. 

a raging inferno. Most of the car- 
rier’s crew were picked up by other 
ships in the attacking fleet and 
many were assigned battle positions. 

New Technique in Rescue. 
The cot flotation method of saving 

the wounded was said by veteran 
naval officers to be a new technique 

(See CARRIER, Page A-S.) 
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Poland Expected to Provide 
First Test of Big 3 Formula 

Byrnes Says Nation 
Should Be Proud of 
President's Role 

Historically troubled Poland 
emerged today as the proving 
ground for the first crucial test 
of the Big Three formula for 
liberated Europe. 

The Allied commission to be set 
up in Moscow Is empowered to se- 
lect a provisional government for 
Poland and prepare for an election, 
but the decision of the Roosevelt- 
Churchill-Stalin conference moving 
Poland’s eastern boundary westward 
and promising recognition to a re- 

organized and unified government 
in Poland, already has provoked ob- 
jection from the Polish govemment- 
m-exile in London. 

In a 500-word statement by Prem- 
ier Tomasz Arciszewskl, the London 
Poles—who now are recognized by 
the American and British govern- 
ments—announced they would not 
be bound by the conference decision, 
and declared the contemplated 
provisional government of national 
unity "can only legalize Soviet in- 
terference in Polish internal affairs.” 

The settlement, which entails ex- 

Rosenman En Route 
To Itch, Possibly 
To Meet Roosevelt 
By the Associated Press. 

PARIS, Feb. 14. — Samuel 
Rosenman left by a special 
plane today for Italy, where it 
was reliably reported he would 
confer with President Roose- 
velt. 

Judge Rosenman is a special 
adviser to the President. 

Mr. Roosevelt is expected to 
call on Pope Pius during his 
Italian travels, inspect war 
ruins there and return to va- 
rious spots he visited in Italy as 
a young man. 

pansion of the Soviet-recognized 
Lublin government, also came in 
for unfavorable comment in Con- 
gress. 

Reporting back to Washington 
from the Yalta meeting late yester- 
day, War Mobilization Director 
Byrnes insisted that the Big Three 
are determined to drive through to 
a solution along the lines laid down. 
He agreed that the Polish settlement 

(Bee BIO THREE, Page A-2.) 

Japan Will Not Reject 
Hand Offering Peace, 
Tokyo Radio Says 

Another Broadcast Says 
Nazis Will Not Give Up 
Before April 25 Parley 

By the Associated Press. 
A Tokyo radio commentator 

told the world in a broadcast 
heard in London today that it is 
Japan’s policy “not to rejeot any 
hand which offers peace.” 

The commentator made his asser- 
tion during a discussion of the de- 
cisions announced by the Big Three 
at the Yalta conference. 

“The American plan of world 
domination is clearly recognizable,” 
the broadcaster said. “The only way 
to re-establish peace in the world is 
by a just policy as outlined by For- 
eign Minister Shigemitsu. 

“Shigemitsu’s principle is not to 
reject any hand which offers peace.” 

Early End of War Scouted. * 

In another broadcast, Domei, Jap- 
anese news agency, said America, 
Britain and Russia “are indulging 
in preposterous assumptions” that 
the European war will terminate be- 
fore April 25, date set for the world 
security conference in San Fran- 
cisco. 

“It is not passible that the German 
people, who are fighting to decide 
the rise or fall of a people, will 
submit to unconditional surrender 
so easily,” the Domei broadcast said. 

Still another Tokyo broadcast 
quoted “informed circles” in the 
Japanese capital as saying the San 
Francisco conference “is the result 
of the fact that American activities 
among anti-Axis nations have been 
temporarily recognized.” It added: 

“Britain, who was so intent on 

settling matters (at Yalta) con- 

cerning Europe • • • was powerless, 
and was able only to recognize and 
accept the will voiced by America 
and the Soviet Union. The recent 
joint communique has pointed out 
the sorry position that Britain now 
holds." 

Stalin Called Winner. 
Nazi radio propagandists adopting 

the line followed by the Tokyo radio, 
told the German people that Premier 
Stalin ha'd “won” the Crimea con- 
ference. 

“The conference was a resounding 
(See AXIS, Page A-4.) 

Latest Overseas Star 
Ready for Mailing 

The latest issue of The Star’s 
Overseas Edition is ready for 
mailing today. Free copies, with 
envelopes, are obtainable at The 
Star’s business counter and the 
Victory Bond booth in Lans- 
burgh’s department store. 

The Overseas Star may be sent 
by ordinary mail for 3 cents, but 

-it will be delivered much more 

quickly—and will be all the more 

appreciated—if sent by airmail 
at 13 cant*. 
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Wire-Tapping Charge 
Made by Goldberg 
At Surplus Inquiry 

Mead Denies Senate's 
Investigators Listened 
To Phone Conversations 

BULLETIN. 
Jacob Goldberg heatedly de- 

nounced as "a lie” today a 23- 
year-old story that he once 
offered a $25,000 bribe in an 
effort to buy Camp Funston 
in Kansas. 

By the Associated Press, 

Auctioneer Jacob Goldberg de- 
picted himself today as the vic- 
tim of “rough treatment” and 
“wire-tapping” in connection 
with inquiries into his surplus 
auction sales for the Govern- 
ment. 

The gray-haired president of Sur- 
plus Liquidators. Inc., and the Sen- 
ate War Investigating Committee 
got into an immediate controversy 
as he resumed the stand to express 
regret over the use of “big names” 
in the company’s efforts to obtain 
a Defense Plant Corp. contract. 

He declared that investigators 
either for the committee or for 
Mayor La Guardia of New York, 
whose earlier inquiries precipitated 
the investigation, had “tapped” his 
telephone wires. 

“Who tapped your wires?” de- 
manded Chairman Mead. 

“Your investigators know who,” 
the witness replied. “I don’t care 

to go into that. I worked a life- 
time to develop an honorable, hon- 
est, auction business. 

Mead Denies Wire Tapping. 
“The auctioneering business cre- 

ates jealousy and enemies. The 
only way to get at me is by insinu- 
ations and innuendo.” 

Chairman Mead and Committee 
Counsel Rudolph Halley assured the 
witness that committee investigators 
had not tapped his wires and that 
they had not asked New York in- 

(See SURPLUS, Page A-3.) 

D. C. Bar Disapproves 
Margold Nomination, 
804 to 200, in Poll 

Lawyers Oppose Promotion 
To District Court as 

Chandler Hits Delay 
The District Bar Association, 

by a vote of more than 4 to 1, 
has registered its disapproval of j 
the appointment of Municipal 
Court Judge Nathan R. Margold 
as an associate justice of the 
District Court, it was announced 
today. 

Results of a poll of the associa- 
tion's membership, posted today on 

the bulletin board of the law library 
at District Court, showed that 804 
attorneys oppose and 200 support 
confirmation of Judge Margold. His 
nomination was sent to the Senate 
by President Roosevelt early in 
January. 

John J Carmody, president, an- 

nounced the results after the ballots 
had been counted at the associa- 
tion's headquarters, 1331 G street 
N.W. He did hot reveal what official 
use would be made of the poll. 

Other sources said the results 
would be communicated to the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee as an 

advisory opinion on Judge Margold’s 
fitness. 

Meanwhile, the Judiciary Com- 
mittee’s delay in acting on the 
nomination was criticized by Sen- 
ator Chandler, Democrat, of Ken- 
tucky. 

A member of the committee. Sen- 
ator Chandler said he thought the 
"unprecedented” referendum taken 
by the association might "backfire.” 

President Roosevelt recently sub- 
mitted the nomination of Associate 
Justice Bolitha J. Laws to be chief 
justice of the District Court while 
sending up the proposal for the ad- 
vancement of Judge Margold. 

Chairman McCarran of the Judi- 
ciary Committee has scheduled a 

hearing for Friday morning on the 
Laws nomination, but no date has 
been set for consideration of the 
Margold nomination. It has been 
explained that this was because 
there were no protests against the 
elevation of Justice Laws to chief 
justice and there were numerous 
letters of opposition to the Margold 
promotion. 

Senator Chandler said he knew 
Judge Margold when they were at 
Harvard University and he said the 
judge was an "outstanding” student 
—and a-good judge. Commenting on 
the fact that Interior Secretary 
Ickes is backing Judge Margold. 
Senator Chandler said that seemed 
natural since Judge Margold had 
served as an Interior Department 
lawyer. Furthermore, he asserted 
the candidate was not an "outsider,” 
since he had been here for 12 years 
and had given up his voting rights 
elsewhere. 

Vatican Denies Attack 
On Big Three Decisions 
By the Associated Press. 

VATICAN CITY, Feb. 14.—The 
Vatican Secretariat of State today 
described as without foundation re- 
ports published abroad quoting au- 
thoritative Holy See quarters as 
expressing fears that the Big Three 
Crimean decisions would sow the 
seed of future war. (The reports 
were not carried by the Associated 
Press). 

There was no direct comment on 
the Crimean conference from the 
Vatican. 

Army Reduces Weber's Term 
For Refusal to Drill to 5 Years 

The War Department has reduced 
to five years imprisonment the pen- 
alty on Pvt. Henry Weber, the sol- 
dier who was first sentenced to 
death and later to life in prison for 
refusing to take part in military drill 
at Camp Roberts, Calif., it was re- 
vealed at the Capitol today. 

The reduction in sentence was dis- 
closed in a letter from Maj. Gen. 
Myron C. Cramer, judge advocate 
general of the Army, to Senator 
Thomas, Democrat, of Utah, chair- 
man of the Military Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Senator Thomas had taken up the 
case with the War Department after 
Senator Wheeler, Democrat, of Mon- 
tana, wrved notice in the Senate he 
would seek a congressional inquiry 
unless the Military Affairs Commit- 
tee investigated the original death 

sentence imposed after a court mar- 

tial. 
On hearing of the second reduc- 

tion of the sentences. Senator 
Wheeler declared that “the officers 
who imposed the first sentence ought 
to be reprimanded or demoted.” The 
Montana Senator said today’s de- 
velopments justified his criticism of 
the original sentence. He said he 
still did not know all of the facts, 
but that five years seem severe to 
him, unless there are circumstances 
that have not been brought to his 
attention. 

Dispatches from California sev- 
eral days ago carried the informa- 
tion that the death sentence had 
been changed .to a life term at hard 

(See WEBER, Page A-5.) 

D. C. Vote Plan 
Approval Ends 
House Hearing 

Chairman Celler Seeks 
Speedy Action on 

Joint Resolution 
Announcement by Chairman 

Celler thaf his House Judiciary 
Subcommittee would report fa- 
vorably the Sumners Capper 
plan for a constitutional amend- 
ment to permit Congress to grant 
District residents national repre- 
sentation brought hearings on 
the proposal to an end at 11:45 
a.m. today. 

Representative Oiler, Democrat 
of New York made the announce- 

ment as spokesman for citizens' 
groups awaited their turns to testify 
for the proposal. 

Mr. Celler stressed the need for 
speed if the constitutional amend- 
ment is to be submitted to the 
States for ratification at the forth- 
coming sessions of State Legislatures. 

Witnesses Can File Statements. 
"The majority of this subcom- 

mittee are in favor of this resolu- 
tion,” Mr. Celler declared, "and we 
will so report to the full House 
Judiciary Committee. I see no real 
advantage in having a long list of 
witnesses come before us to restate 
approval of the measure.” He added 
that witnesses could submit state- 
ments in writing for purposes of 
the record. 

Mr. Celler stressed that 44 State 
Legislatures are to meet this year 
and that unless Congress acts 
promptly to submit the constitu- 
tional amendments to them in time 
for consideration at these meetings, 
the question would have to await 
other meetings two years hence. 

As an act of fairness, Chairman 
Celler then called out to the near- 
200 people in the hearing room to 

| ask if there was any one present 
who opposed the joint resolution. 

A dead silence followed his call. 
“Let me repeat that,” said Mr. 

Celler. in a louder voice. "Is there 
any one here who is opposed to this 
resolution, or who wants to be 
heard in opposition?” 

Audience Applauds. 
J Again there was no response and 
applause spread around the audi- 

I epee. 
About this time Miss Etta Tag- 

i gart, representing the Society of 
Natives and the Washingtonians, 
walked toward the committee table 
with a document in her hand, 

j “Are you opposed to this resolu- 
j tion?” asked Mr. Celler. 
j “Oh, no.” said Miss Taggart. “We 
iare for it.” 

"Then never mind.” said Mr. Cel- 
ler. “We will receive your state- 
ment and any others for r ecord 

I later. The record will be held open 
| for this purpose.” 

A little later, however, B. M. Sei- 
j bold, 1840 Biltmore street N.W., 
j who said he appeared as an indi- 
i vidual, rose in opposition to the 
resolution, but he said he favored 

j the principle of representation for 
! District citizens. 

Plan Strongly Indorse. 
Earlier in the hearing strong in- 

dorsements of the representation 
proposal were voiced by Chairman 
Sumners of the House Judiciary 
Committee, who is co-author of the 
resolution with Senator Capper, 
Republican, of Kansas; Chairman 
Randolph of the House District 
Committee, a long-time advocate of 
the plan, and Jesse C. Suter, vice 
chairman of the Citizens' Joint 
Committee on National Representa- 
tion, who represented its veteran 
chairman, Theodore W. Noyes. 

A high light of the early part of 
the session was the testimony of a 
native-born Washington boy. Tech. 
Sergt. Jeremiah A. O’Leary, jr.. a 
marine combat correspondent, who 
returned recently from campaigns 
against the Japs. 

He told the committee there was 
“a bit of a sting of resentment" in 
the heart when at nine different Pa- 
cific islands last year he saw ab- 
sentee ballots, or voting instructions, 
given to the boys from the States— 
with none for him or the other boy* 
from the disfranchised District. 

Noyes Statement Cited. 
Mr. Suter. while placing a lengthy 

| brief into the record supporting the 
representation plan, quoted from 
statements made by Mr. Noyes in 
1916. which he said still applied to 
the issue. 

"This constitutional amendment 
which we favor,’’ the statement of 
Mr. Noyes declared, "does not pro- 
pose the admission of the District 
of Columbia as a sovereign State; 
it does nqt propose the destruction 
of the TO miles square’ provision of 

ithe Constitution; it does not lessen 
in the smallest degree the control 
by the Nation through Congress of 
what remains of the TO miles 
square.’ 

“It does not disturb in any way 
the financial relations of Nation 
and Capital. It is not complicated 
with changes in the municipal gov- 
ernment of the District. On the 
question of speedy enactment of 

(See SUFFRAGE^ Page A-6.) 

Late Bulletins 
War Estimates Boosted 

The increasing tempo of the 
war both in Europe and the 
Far East has required the 
War Department to step up 
its 1945 procurement program 
by $1,600,000,000 over esti- 
mates of only a month ago, 
Undersecretary Robert P. Pat- 
terson announced today. Pur- 
chases of ammunition, heavy 

i artillery, tanks, trucks and 
j airplanes will be expanded. 

Spy Verdict Studied 
NEW YORK (VP).—A seven- 

man military commission this 
afternoon began considering 
the fate of William C. Cole- 
paugh and Erich Gimpel, ac- 

cused of being Nasi spies. 
(Earlier Story on Page A-2.) 


